226

he is pure of heart and holy of life, worldly things are of

no account with him, dust and gold being equal in his eyes;

generosity and gentleness distinguish himj carnal desire stirs

him not, indeed if his beloved approach, he begins to tremble

in all his limbs while he dares not look upon the fair one's

face or display sign or emotion. Do not, says Fazil, addressing

the  materialistic age  in  which  he  wrote,  think that such

words are vain; if you will not believe me, search the ancient

books,  for this of which I speak is the 'antique love'. But

now, he adds, another kind of love is studied. Then follows

a  description of the sensualist, which the poet closes with

the words: "Such an one I call not lover, I call him lecher."

Having thus  cleared  the  ground  by explaining what he

means  by 'love*  and  'lover',  Fazil, after a brief panegyric

on  the reigning Sultan, Selnn III, goes on to set forth the

considerations which induced him to undertake this work.

Ever since the  eyes of his understanding were opened, he

says, he has been the prey of love; he has fallen from snare

into snare, and has sought out sorrow after sorrow; his poor

heart, which is a rosebud of love, has been the spoil of the

hand of love; his heart-jewel has been trodden under foot,

has  been  made  a plaything by many a child. The throne

of his  heart,  be  continues, has been as a tilt-yard whence

King has  driven  King;  never has the realm of his bosom

been  unoccupied,  there lord has succeeded lord; but these

have not acted like other Kings, neither have they obeyed

the ancient laws, yet this dynasty has lorded it in his bosom

to the number of twenty-two. 1 Wishing to give this line of

sovereigns  a name, he will call it the Dynasty of Shacban;

some of the princes were cruel, some were just, some were

wise, some were foolish, but his desire is to enumerate them

1 Thus  in   the  printed  editions,  but  in   a  MS. in my collection the line
m question is alleied so that the number is not mentioned.